Vw  j-h 


icsag 


■ AN  EPISTLE  TO  THE  SEVENTIES. 

Salt  Lake  City,  July  25th,  1888. 

Dear  Brethren: 

Some  time  having  elapsed  since  our  last  epistle,  we 
deem  it  expedient  to  again  address  you  and  offer  a few  words  of 
counsel  and  encouragement.  As  you  are  well  aware  we  are  constantly 
laboring  for  the  welfare  of  the  Seventies,  and  if  this  large  body  of  the 
Priesthood  will  earnestly  co-operate  with  us,  good  result's  and  a general 
improvement  will  soon  be  manifest.  We  should  be  punctual  in  our 
attendance  upon  our  Seventies’  meetings,  whether  Theological  Classes, 
Quorum  or  Seventies’  General  Conferences.  There  is  a divinity  in 
man’s  nature  that  requires  this  spiritual  food  which  can  only  be  obtained 
by  constant  attendance  where  it  is  disseminated ; and  in  this  con- 
nection your  visiting  committees  should  visit  their  members  who  absent 
themselves  from  their  meetings  and  instruct  them  in  regard  to  their 
duties. 

/'  The  question  is  frequently  asked  of  us  by  Presidents  of  Quorums, 
y^WJiat  shall  we  do  with  members  who  never  attend  their  meetings?” 

A)ur  answer  is  this:  Where  members  of  a Quorum  absent  themselves 
from  their  meetings  for  any  considerable  length  of  time  and  do  not 
respond  to  the  request  of  the  visiting  committee,  such  members  should 
be  invited  once  for  all  to  come  before  their  brethren  and  show  cause,  if 
any  there  be,  why  they  should  not  be  dropped  from  the  Quorum,  and 
more  faithful  men  enrolled  in  their  stead. 

The  Twelve  Apostles  are  constantly  requiring  us  to  furnish  them 
lists  of  nanes  for  missionaries,  and  we  invite  our  brethren  of  the 
Presidency  of  these  Quorums  to  select  such  as  in  their  judgment  are  in 
every  way  suitable  for  the  labor  in  the  missionary  field.  Many  of 
these  brethren  whose  names  come  before  us  from  the  Presidents  of 
Quorums  are  unfit  for  this  duty.  Some  being  financially  involved  ; 
others  occupying  land  for  which  they  have  not  yet  obtained  their  title; 
while  others  are  detained  at  home  for  the  reason  that  they  are  the 
main  support  of  aged  and  infirm  parents  or  relatives;  while  yet  a 
smaller  number  are  unable  to  answer  the  call  through  their  own  bodily 
infirmities.  It  would  show  a bitter  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the 
Quorum  generally,  if  Presidents  were  better  posted  in  this  matter,  and 
they  can  be  so  posted  by  personally  visiting  these  brethren  and  thus 
become  familiar  with  their  status. 
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A number  of  the  Quorums  have  forwarded  a Genealogical  Report, 
while  many  have  not  done  so.  If  the  brethren  will  take  into  con- 
sideration, that  this  requirement  was  made  sotne  four  years  ago,  and 
there  being  many  who  have  not  answered  this  call,  they  will  see  the 
necessity  of  striving  to  amend  in  the  future  their  negligence  of  the 
past.  We  here  append  a list  of  those  Quorums  which  have  responded 
in  this  matter  and  are  recorded  on  the  Clerk’s  Record  : 2nd,  3rd, 
4th,  5th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  nth,  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  18th, 
19th,  20th,  2 1st,  24th,  25th,  26th,  27th,  28th,  29th,  33rd,  35th,  36th, 

37th,  38th,  39th,  40th,  41st,  42nd,  44th,  45th,  46th,  47th,  48th,  49th, 

50th,  51st,  53rd,  54th,  57th,  58th,  59th,  60th,  62nd,  63rd,  64th,  65th, 
66th,  67th,  68th,  69th,  70th,  72nd,  73rd,  74th,  75th,  76th,  77th,  78th, 

79th,  80th,  81st,  82nd,  83rd,  84th,  85th,  86th,  87th,  89th,  90th,  91st, 

92nd,  96th,  99th,  rooth  Quorums.  List  of  Delinquents : 6th,  10th, 
22nd,  23rd,  30th,  31st,  32nd,  34th,  43rd,  52nd,  55th,  56th,  6 1 st,  71st, 
88th,  93rd,  94th,  95th,  97th,  98th,  and  101st  Quorums. 

We  have  before  called  the  attention  of  Presidents  and  members  of 
the  necessity  of  obtaining  their  Seventies’  licenses  from  the  issue  of  the 
last  four  years.  Many  have  already  done  so,  while  there  are  numbers 
who  have  failed  to  obtain  them.  We  wish  all  to  attend  to  this  matter 
who  have  not  already  done  so.  It  will  be  necessary  for  a name,  or 
list  of  names  to  be  signed  by  the  Presidency  of  the  Quorum  making 
this  request,  and  also  the  endorsement  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Ward  by 
his  signature  where  these  brethren  reside.  25  cents,  should  accom- 
pany each  name  requiring  a license.  The  application  should  set  forth 
the  date  of  their  ordination  as  Seventies  and  who  ordained  them. 

A missionary  farm  has  been  established  by  some  of  the  Quorums 
from  which  a fund  has  been  obtained,  sufficient  in  some  cases  to  help 
to  maintain  the  families  of  absent  missionaries,  and  to  aid  materially 
those  Elders  in  helping  them  to  their  fields  of  labor.  It  would  meet 
our  approval  if  such  farms  could  be  opened  up  by  all  the  Quorums 
situated  in  districts  where  land  may  be  obtained.  Missionaries’ 
families  should  be  under  the  care  of  their  brethren  of  the  Quorums,  as 
well  as  the  Bishop  of  the  Wards,  and  should  be  invited  to  attend  social 
gatherings ; and  such  attention  should  be  shown  them  as  will  cause 
them  to  feel  that  they  are  surrounded  by  their  friends  and  brethren, 
who  will  see  to  it  that  they  do  not  want  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
that  they  are  permitted  to  enjoy  its  pleasures.  These  brethren  who 
are  absent  on  missions  should  be  in  constant  correspondence  with  the 
Presidency  of  their  Quorums,  in  order  that  their  welfare  and  status 
may  be  always  known. 

The  Seventies’  General  Fund  has  been  instituted,  and  its  require- 
ments are  50  cents  annually  from  each  President  and  member  of  every 
Quorum ; or  its  equivalent,  from  the  entire  Quorum.  Many  have 
responded  each  year  ; some  Quorums  quite  liberally  and  according  to 
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their  numbers  have  sent  in  their  regular  quota,  while  some  have  never 
forwarded  one  dollar  on  account  of  this  fund  ; and  we  hope  that  all 
such  will  make  a better  showing  in  our  next  yearly  report.  This  fund 
is  for  the  purpose  of  paying  clerk  hire,  traveling  expenses,  bills  for 

printing  circulars,  reports,  epistles,  etc.  ; for  stationery,  stamps,  etc.  We 

herein  respectfully  submit  our  financial  report,  that  the  brethren  may 
see  which  Quorums  have  responded  and  those  which  have  not.  The 
Presidents  may  in  like  manner  require  from  the  clerks  to  make  a 
specific  Annual  Report  on  these  matters  for  the  benefit  of  each 


Q'“  ANNUAL  report 

of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Seventies  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
from  March  1st,  1887,  to  February  29 th,  1888,  of  payments 
wade  by  the  different  Quorums  on  the  Seventies  General  hund 
and  on  License  accounts. 
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Licenses  issued  to  various  Quorums, 

Disbursements. 

On  appropriations  made  and  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
For  Clerk’s  Salary, 

For  Missionaries  families, 

For  Traveling  expenses, 

For  Stationery, 

For  Printing, 

For  Stamps, 

Total  Disbursements, 

Balance, 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  1st,  1888. 


8275  84 


500 

00 

35C 

00 

235 

10 

51 

25 

32 

50 

58 

90 

1,207 

75 

60b 

50 

1,814 

25 

$1414 

124 


1,814 

$606 


Robert  Campbell,  Treasurer. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  that  the  6th,  ioth,  18th,  31st,  35th, 
42nd,  53rd;  54th,  56th,  59th,  64th,  67th,  71st,  75th,  77th,  82nd, 
86th,  89th,  94th,  97th,  98th,  99th,  100th,  have  not  contributed  any- 
thing towards  this  fund. 

It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  heretofore,  Bishops  of  Wards  and 
Presidents  of  Stakes  have  taken  from  the  councils  and  the  membership 
of  these  Quorums  some  of  the  best  men  to  ordain1  them  Bishops, 
Bishops’  Counselors,  High  Counselors,  etc.,  without  consulting  the 
officers  of  the  Quorums  from  which  these  men  are  taken.  We  consider  it 
should  be  a matter  of  courtesy  at  least  on  the  part  of  our  brethren  who 
make  these  selections  to  consult  with  the  Presidency  of  such  Quorum 
of  Seventies  when  any  of  its  members  are  wanted  for  some  other  posi- 
tion, and  with  the  First  Seven  Presidents  when  the  Councils  of  these 
Quorums  are  broken  into.  And  these  brethren  so  selected  are  not 
required  to  be  ordained  High  Priests  against  their  choice. 

We  have  been  advised  by  the  Twelve  Apostles  not  to  ordain  any 
more  Seventies,  nor  organize  any  more  Quorums  for  the  present ; but 
vacancies  in  the  councils  may  be  filled  by  selecting  and  ordaining 
brethren  who  are  already  members  of  the  Quorum,  and  Seventies  may 
still  be  transferred  from  one  Quorum  to  another,  where  they  have 
removed  from  former  Quorum  Districts,  by  obtaining  the  proper 
credentials ; and  scattered  members  may  be  enrolled  to  fill  up 
vacancies  on  obtaining  their  Bishops’  recomnends. 

We  see  the  necessity  of  our  brethren  waking  up  to  renewed  dili- 
gence in  all  these  matters  pertaining  to  their  high  calling.  Praying  God 
to  bless  you  in  all  your  labors  to  build  up  His  Kingdom  and  spread 
the  Gospel  of  peace, 

We  subscribe  ourselves  your  fellow  laborers  in  the  great  work, 

H.  S.  Eldredge, 

In  behalf  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventies. 

P.S. — All  communications,  enquiries  and  questions  to  us,  should 
be  addressed  to  our  Chief  Clerk,  Robert  Campbell,  344,  E.  South 
Temple  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  T. 


